Portlet tutorial


Step by step approach to creating a portlet:
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create java file helloWorld/com/ibm/portlets/sample/ HelloWorld.java

create batch file to compile it helloWorld hello.bat

create the jar file helloWorld hellojar.bat

create web.xml and portlet.xml helloWorld/web-inf/

create the war file helloWorld/web-inf/ hellowar.bat


The following will contain some issues that may arise while creating and deploying your portlet.

You cannot create portlets without many jar files.  These include: j2ee.jar, websphere.jar, wpsportlets.jar, wps.jar, and portlet-api.jar.  In addition there must be some reference to the app Server java jdk.  Sample batch files have been created with comments.  They can be found in the helloWorld directory and are called hello.bat, hellojar.bat, and hellowar.bat.    When you select the install portlets it should already be the default.
The most common source of errors when installing are the xml files you generated.  (look for correct names in the correct case).  The page you are working on becomes DEACTIVATED remember to ACTIVATE it when you are finished.  All should be well after reactivation. 

 Back to the xml files.  If you are using the <context-param> in the web.xml file, these are static configuration parameters that cannot be changed after you install the war file.  These must be updated inside the war file.  The concrete portlet configuration parameter, ConcretePortletConfigParam, and concrete portlet application context parameter, ConcretePortletApplicationContextParam, are defined in portlet.xml. You can modify these parameters after installing the .WAR file. You can access these parameters from any portlet mode. However, you can only modify them in the portlet configure mode. The Portal Administration place lets you modify these parameters.  Another good reference is ftp://ftp.software.ibm.com/software/webserver/portal/V41PortletDevelopmentGuide.pdf
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		Steps		Sample location		Name

		create java file		helloWorld/com/ibm/portlets/sample/		HelloWorld.java

		create batch file to compile it		helloWorld		hello.bat

		create the jar file		helloWorld		hellojar.bat

		create web.xml and portlet.xml		helloWorld/web-inf/

		create the war file		helloWorld/web-inf/		hellowar.bat
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